A Coast that Never Sleeps

Night time Illumination along Olive Ridley Nesting Beaches

Olive Ridley Fact sheet
Scientific Name: Lepidochelys olivacea

IUCN Status: Vulnerable

Navigation: Olive Ridley turtles navigate using
the Earth's magnetic field and natural light cues
to return to their nesting beaches.
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Light Pollution: Artificial coastal lighting can
disrupt nesting behavior and disorient hatchlings,
reducing their chances of reaching the sea.
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Bapatla beach is noted for its moderate Night-
light intensity.

Chennai

Higher mean night-light values indicate greater
artificial illumination surrounding Olive Ridley
nesting sites.

Chennai has the highest nighttime light intensity, . ; :
reflecting a highly urbanized coastline. NeStlng beaches with elevated ||9ht exposure

may require targeted lighting management to
reduce potential impacts on turtle nesting and
hatchling orientation.
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